Getting started with YR Tulip maps

There is comprehensive instructions embedded in the Excel spreadsheet but some will find those too complicated so this is a simple guide on how to make your first Tulip map.
ADDING THE BASICS

1. Open the template file in Excel
2. Immediately save it as a new file (to protect the original for re-use later)

3. Click on the ‘Tulip Map’ tab at the bottom

4. Fill in the title section – Run name, hosts, start point, etc

5. In the CONTROL PANEL set the units and mode as required – I found miles and cumulative easiest to use.  HINT : click on the green box and a drop down arrow will appear showing the options (as here)
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6. Now, starting at the first row copy and paste the most suitable symbol from the gallery into the column called Tulips. To do this 

a. click on the centre of an image and it should highlight as here
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b. Use CTRL C to copy (or the right click  mouse if you are used to that way)

c. Click in the tulips box and use CTRL V to paste it in.
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d. Whilst it’s still highlighted, drag it into the centre of the box with the left mouse and let go

7. Type some text in the Directions box to help the user if necessary
8. On the next row, type the cumulative distance in the first column and hit enter as here
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9. Paste the next image into the rows two’s Tulips column and add a description

10. Simply repeat this row after row until the route is done

That’s the basics – next I will explain how to add extra symbols such as road signs and edit the tulips to match your junctions

Adding extra images

To enhance the instructions images can be added to the tulip or directions columns to show traffic lights, warnings, points of interest, navigation aids. These are added in the same way as the tulips

1. Find the desired symbol in the gallery and highlight it as before (CTRL C) – here a stop sign is selected
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2. Click on the required tulip cell and paste it into the cell (CTRL V) then use the mouse to manoeuvre it to the correct place as before 
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3. Multiple signs and icons can be put in the same square if necessary

4. Sign posts can be replicated by copying one of the samples as here

[image: image7.png]l :

apt Font 11 pt/Font





5. Then pasted into the required location and text added just by typing in the cell

[image: image8.png]



Modifying tulip images to match your junction
(This takes a bit if practice to master so please save your Excel file before trying this)

If the gallery doesn’t contain a junction that you come across on your route you will need to modify an existing one to make a better match.  

Here we take a junction on a bend and modify the departure road angle

a. Copy and paste the closest match as before

b. With the symbol still highlight after pasting it in, click again on one of the parts (such at the exit arrow) and it will become highlighted.

c. This will now show small dots at either end of the selected line part – simply grab one end with the mouse and move it to where you want it. Then grab the other end and move that too – you can stretch or shrink it as required. Let go and click outside the cell to finish

d. Click on the shape again and another segment to tweak it a little more
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Adding a stopping point

Its usual to have one or more breaks during a run at which point the trip meters are reset for the next leg.

1. On the row after the last tulip of the first stage click the mouse in the Tulip Number column (LH column) and press delete  (21 here)
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2. This will renumber the remaining rows but also populate the mileage columns – these should also be deleted after they appear … 
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… to leave a totally blank row
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3. Now put a zero in the mileage for next row (21 is already here automatically) and the first instruction for the second leg so it looks something like this
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Dave Thistlethwaite 01/02/2018

